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was thereupon cemented into the wall just outside the
window through which it had come, and was fastened up-
side down, in order to prevent the luck from dropping
out.
It is not altogether astonishing that royal personages
should be prone to superstition, for in almost every case
they are compelled to make their homes in palaces and
castles that have been stained with the blood of one or
more of their ancestors. Ordinary people experience an
uncanny feeling when forced by circumstances to live in
houses which have been the scene of suicide or murder,
even when the victims of the tragedy, or the perpetrators
thereof are in no way, even the most remotely, connected
with them. What wonder, then, that royal and imperial
personages should entertain the same kind of superstition
and sentiments with regard to their palaces, when it is
borne in mind that the participants in the drama have
been members of their own families !
For months prior to the assassination of Empress Eliza-
beth, forebodings of an impending catastrophe were preva-
lent at the Court of Vienna, and so imbued was Emperor
Francis-Joseph with ominous presentiments, that he repeat-
edly exclaimed in the hearing of his entourage: cc Oh, if
only this year were at an end !''
These apprehensions on the part of the monarch and his
court were due to an incident which took place on the
night of April 24, 1898, and which was of sufficient im-
portance to be comprised in the regular report made on
the following morning to his military superiors by the
officer of the guard at the Hof burg. It seems that the
sentinel posted in the corridor or hall leading to the
chapel was startled almost out of his senses by seeing the
form of a white-clad woman approaching him, soon after

